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What 1s Numismatic Research? 


tion and analysis of data to: 


‘ts or observations made by others; 


-Urpose of Numismatic Research 


ast practices and their 
Honship to coins and medals. 

fy, modify on challenge earlier 
ications. 

Locate previously unknown information. 


oI Encourage additional or new research paths. 


steps Involved in Historical Research 
ibject or problem. 


1 nNUMiIsmatic subject in which you are interested; 


pecific issue, coin, controversy, technique, 

‘son, etc. that is related to the issue or subject. 

ide what you expect to learn about the 

Limit the scope of your research - better to 

_ begin small and expand than to start big and 
lose focus. 


sources of Information 


esses 
easury documents 


\lewspapers 
= En cyclopedias 
= Review of research and other references 


Where and How to Begin 


famous 1895 Morgan silver dollar 
ere’s a link to an article to which 


research investigation — prior work and 
ining your search 

Look on-line and in hobby publications (books and 
auction catalogs) for information about your topic. 
= Copy and read everything you find, even if it is 


repetitious or outdated. Right now you are collecting 
data not analyzing it 


Gollecting Data 


f all your contacts. 
athor, age of data. 
f a beginning search for 


Collecting Data 


arch returned a lot of ‘hits,’ but we 
ugh them to find useful 

laterial. Look for non-sales oriented sites. 
k for published articles. Look for names of 
enized hobby authorities. 

re's one of the on-line sources. This one is 
from a 25-year old book by Q. David Bowers 
and Mark Borckardt: 


e\i=ie=) (Seroll) 


Gollecting Data 


NGC 

(scroll) 
ou can see, there are hundreds of possible 

s. Further, the sites listed on the first page 

70 might not be the best. 

& With a little practice you'll get the ‘feel’ for 
which sites have useful numismatic data and 

~ which are just selling smoke. 


solidate 


lata from several sites. 


n was it done, 
2 was it done, 
was it done. 


Digging tn at an Archive 


any archive - national, 

u mety. state - you will be 
<pectec ;ome information concerning 
her ere to scarce cannot walk in and ask 
aeone to locate everything on 1895 silver 
ars. You ll get a blank stare and maybe 
ections to search their database. 

@ Begin with results from your who, what, when, 
where and why questions. 


=» Where and When narrow your search to a place and 
time - in this case, Philadelphia Mint in 1895. 


What to Expect 


aries and archives have strict rules 
and using materials. 

u wi resister 

llow all their rules 
s through security screening before you enter and 
ore your leave. 


sre will also be constant scrutiny of everything 


4 
LO e 


ple - NARA 


can help you locate the broad 
U.S. Mint at Philadelphia. 

y will probably direct you to a “finding 

a Bhd you will have to look through the 

iF tions for some hiit that might include 
ce and time of interest. 
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mple - NARA 


received mentioning silver dollars 


ge journals | 


‘books 


stor’s Annual Reports 

1 val Assay Commission Reports 

al Assay Reports 

1 Mint ye have limited organization 


Yewman Numismatic Portal 


a Numismatic Portal (NNP) on- 
asive digital database of auction 
y publications and a growing 
Mint documents. 


“s an auction catalog sample frm NNP. 


= Here's a Library of Congress document sample. 


ost and Found 


you have invested a lot of time 
ding data. Don’t lose it. 


ery time you find something that might be of 
‘est, make a copy, then write its location on 
| page. 
r large archives this will include: 

ecord Group 
2 Box or volume 
« Folder or page 


ng Numismatic Sources 


yurces are out of date or false in whole 


ng bias toward selling rather than informing 
tion Catalogs 


Often use facts indiscriminately to motivate buyers. 


Mint 
a Most U.S. Mint materials were for internal use and of 
high reliability 
2 Letters from the Mint to ordinary citizens are not 
necessarily complete or accurate 


lysis tn Historical 
Research 


zy to synthesize a large 


cate patterns or themes 


slop a coding system to relate documents to 
ich other 


Irganizing Results 


rganization plan will help you 
tc that others Can read and 


> basic categories are: 
eneral background 
= Process or coin background 


=» Present your data and analysis 


»s Summarize and make conclusions 


King of Morgan Dollars 
Revisited 

rough the printed article 
Vhat are the main sections of the article? 
hat does the background accomplish? 


= Notice conclusions occur only after all data 


and analysis is complete 


= Do the conclusions suggest further research? 


Think Like A Judge 


A real Judge 


testimony “as it’s given” 
careful attentior evidence presented 
open mind and not express an opinion about the case 
hey have heard all evidence 
atch, read, or listen to any programs or information about 


st anything they see or hear outside court influence their 
Not fo us on what someone might have done or said, and instead 
focus on facts 

- Use common sense when making a judgement 


Think Like A Judge 


A real Resea 
| data “‘as it’s located;” 


information located; 
orm an opinion until you have 


open mind and do 
ined all evidence; 

yt read, watch, or listen to any outside information about the 
sct while collecting data; 

ocus on what might have happened, and instead focus on 


Consult books and others’ research only after acquiring original 
data; 
Use common sense when making a conclusion. 


Final Thoughts 


: research allows investigation 
| uestions that can be studied 
10 other way. 


al your arguments on facts. 

Oach each topic as if you were telling 
tory to others. 

m This presentation is available for personal 
use at: 


| 


